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The Role of Planning Aid England

– Provide free, independent, professional planning advice to people who 

do not have the means to pay professional fees

– Provide support and training to local communities to influence and 

contribute to planning strategy, policy and decision making at all levels 

– Promote and help deliver better practices in community engagement 

in a range of organisations 

– Improve skills in planning and community engagement
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Supporting Communities in Neighbourhood 

Planning – “A Vocal Quartet ”
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Planning Aid England Supporting Communities 

in Neighbourhood Planning

• Professional, planning, 

expert Volunteers

• Consultation and facilitation 

in Planning

• Training and support in 

Neighbourhood Plan Making

• A clear and more simplified 

language for Planning
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Neighbourhood Planning Frontrunners in the 

North East of England

• Allendale – Northumberland

• Alnwick – Northumberland

• Northumberland National Park

• Hetton Downs – Sunderland

• Fish Quay – North Shields

• Brandling – Gateshead

• Team Valley – Gateshead

• Skelton and Brotton – Redcar and 

Cleveland

• Hartlepool - Elwick and Greatham
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PAE provide support to top 

20% most deprived parts of 

the country



General Observations On the Ground



Some Neighbourhood Plans seem smaller than 

others and easier to visualise…
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Some Neighbourhood Plans will have more 

technical planning elements linked to them…

Does our 

neighbourhood plan 

need to include this?

Who is going to help us 

put this part together?



Some Neighbourhoods seem more “fit and 

ready” to undertake a Neighbourhood Plan…

Everyone knows 
everyone in our
neighbourhood

We learned a lot

of lessons with 

our old parish plan



Neighbourhoods will need help in 

understanding what their plan can and can’t 

do…

Broad Location, Form, Size, Type and Design…

Can’t do anything if its not in line with the strategic 

aims and policies of the Local Plan…

Can’t be a NIMBY Plan

Can be a way of building a better relationship with 

Planners and Developers



All Neighbourhood Plans are going to need all 

the correct parts to achieve completion…



Views from a North East Frontrunner…

• “As a non-parished area, 

forming the group which will 

write the plan has been very 

difficult and protracted, with 

a great deal of cynicism and 

suspicion as well as 

positioning, politicking and 

full-on arguments.”

CHALLENGING



Views from a North East Frontrunner…

• “We hope that the process 
will bring a new perspective 
to the neighbourhood and 
new relationships and 
understanding will be 
formed. Residents should 
be able to find out more 
about what their business 
neighbours do, and vice-
versa, and all should have a 
clearer understanding of 
why planning is a vital public 
service”

ASPIRATIONAL



Views from a North East Frontrunner…

• “Despite possible preconceptions 
about a conflict between NPs and 
conservation areas, nimbyism is 
not a (big) issue in the Fish Quay 
and New Quay Conservation 
Areas, meaning there should be 
less of a conflict between local 
people’s views and the NPPF’s 
growth agenda. The debates are 
about the location, type and scale 
of development, not whether 
there should be development at 
all”

• (Elected Chair of North Shields Fish Quay 

Neighbourhood Forum 2011)

POSITIVE



Planning Aid England working with 

Neighbourhood Planning…

In Hartlepool Planning Aid 
have held a community 
workshop ½ day event to 
discuss the what, where, why 
and when of Neighbourhood 
Plans.

We have been advising a 
group of students from
Newcastle University on how
to consult younger people
in Neighbourhood Plans in 
Allendale

In North Shields (Fish Quay) a
PAE Volunteer presented and took
part in a workshop on economics
and realism in Neighbourhood
Planning alongside Homes and
Communities Agency

Planning Aid will be
supporting the Forum on
effective consultation in the
community in (Fish Quay)

We currently have some other
student volunteers from Newcastle 
Uni Undertaking a research project
on the current picture of
NPs in the North East.

Exploring other means of support
to other frontrunners and Local 
Authorities thinking about NPs 



Developing a Package of Support…
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Planning in Localism Are You Fit ?
(For Neighbourhood Planning)

Plan Making
Support



Thank you for listening…Chris Anderson

www.rtpi.org.uk/planningaid


