
SPD claimed in Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council compared with 
other councils

The chart below allows you to compare the level of council tax single person discount (SPD) claimed at your council with 
other councils in the selected comparison group.



Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council compared to similar areas: All English councils, 2010/11

Source: Level of single person discount - information provided by Department for Communities and Local Government 
(CLG) for each billing authority as at October 2010.

Financial benefit to your council tax

The table below estimates possible added revenue that could be achieved by Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council over one 
year. This takes account of the one year remaining of the current two year government grant settlement for councils. Four 
per cent is used in this calculation as this is the average number of council tax SPDs cancelled by proactive action as 
identified by our research in publications of Protecting the Public Purse in both 2009 and 2010.  This estimate assumes that 
4 per cent of SPD claims are tackled before the council tax is set for the next financial year.

Explanatory note 1: impact of 4 per cent reduction in number of SPD claims calculated as a reduction of 4 per cent in the 
number of SPDs at the start of October 2010 multiplied by area band D council tax including parish precepts 2011/12; 
minus the value of the average assumed change in the tax base over 2009/10 and 2010/11.

Explanatory Note 2: in a number of cases where some councils have taken proactive action over a number of years the 
potential reduction may now be less, though still significant.  These calculations will not take account of any proactive action 

Council name For 1 year  

Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council £332,221   



taken by councils since the start of October 2010.

Source: Audit Commission calculation using data from projected tax base data from the Local Government Settlement, 
CTB1 and RA returns, Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG).

Level of Council Tax Single Person Discount

The level of council tax SPD will be different in different types of areas. For example councils with higher numbers of older 
people would be expected to have more people eligible for discounts. We can use information about the population served 
by each council to predict how many people in the area would be eligible for discounts.

The chart below compares the actual level of council tax SPD claimed to the predicted level for Stockton-on-Tees Borough 
Council. The predicted level is calculated using information about households in the council area.  More information is 
available in the help section of the tool which can be accessed by clicking the 'help' link at the top of the screen.   

The statistical model that predicts the SPD level is based on SPD levels in 2009 and incorporates an element of fraud. 
 Based on research reported in our Protecting the Public Purse 2010 publication the SPD fraud level can be viewed as 
typically about 4 per cent of total SPD claimed.  At councils where the level of predicted SPD is significantly above the actual 
level fraud may be present but below the national 4 per cent average. The full explanation can be accessed by clicking the 
'help' link at the top of the screen.

For councils where the actual level of discounts is close to the predicted level (plus or minus 0.75 per cent) are likely to be 
able to reduce the number of discounts by between 4 and 6 per cent by identifying fraudulent and incorrect claims.  If the 
actual level of discounts is higher than the predicted level by more than 0.75 per cent it is possible that the number of 
incorrect or fraudulent claims is higher than the range suggested by our research.



 

Explanatory Note 1: the bars in the chart are sorted by numerical order and therefore the actual SPD and predicted SPD 
(as a percentage of chargeable dwellings) may not appear in the same order when viewing this chart for different councils. 

Explanatory Note 2: the predictor tool incorporates an element of fraud (typically 4 per cent based on the Audit 
Commission research).

Explanatory Note 3: the predictor model explains about three quarters of the variation between the predicted and actual 
level of SPD.

 

Download a table showing actual and expected level of SPD claimed for your council and other councils in the selected 



 

comparison group.

To download data for all councils in England select the 'All English Councils' comparison group.

 

For further information please see the help section on the top right hand corner of this page.


