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Introduction to the House of Lords 
 

The Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is the supreme 

law making body in the United Kingdom and British overseas territories and is made up of 

two houses. The House of Lords acts as the second chamber of the UK Parliament and its 

main functions are to hold the Government to account, make law and investigate areas of 

policy. The House of Lords has about 730 members and although membership was once a 

right of birth to hereditary peers, a series of recent reforms has ensured that only a small 

number form part of the membership.  

Legislation of any kind can be introduced in the House of Lords, with the exception of money 

bills, which always originate in the House of Commons.  As well as debating legislation, The 

House of Lords also has the power to delay or amend bills and even reject them, though the 

ability to do this is considerably restricted by the Parliament Acts. The House of Lords can 

delay a money bill for no longer than one month, while it can delay other public bills for up to 

the length of a calendar year. 

You can find out more information about the House of Lords here:  

www.parliament.uk/business/lords/  

 

Why Concentrate on the House of Lords? 
 

The UK has already signaled its support for lowering the voting age in many forums:  

 Welsh Assembly: On the 4th of July 2012 the Welsh Assembly demonstrated their 
support for votes at 16 via a vote in the Assembly which passed with 43 votes to 8. 

 Scottish Government: On the 15th October 2012 Scotland showed its commitment 
to extending the franchise by signing an agreement with David Cameron allowing 16 
and 17 year olds to vote in the upcoming Independence Referendum. 

 Northern Ireland Assembly: On the 7th November 2012 the Northern Ireland 
Assembly joined the calls for 16 and 17 year olds to be given the vote when they 
voted in favour of extending the franchise by 51 votes to 29. 

 UK Parliament: on the 24th January the UK Parliament voted in favour of a back 
bench motion to lower the voting age by 119 votes to 46. 

 

Although there is already a lot of support across UK Parliaments the House of Lords can still 

delay and amend any legislation which is passed about votes at 16, and so we need to build 

up support in the House of Lords now to help any further developments towards achieving 

our aims. Party political Lords do not necessarily follow the party line and so we need to 

lobby them personally so that each Lord knows there are people who are passionate about 

votes at 16 and that there are good reasons to introduce it! This is all about looking in the 

long term as to what barriers remain us and voting at 16. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/lords/whos-in-the-house-of-lords/
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How to Lobby a Lord 
 

Visit http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/lords/ to find your Lord’s contact details 

and see more information on their focuses and interests. 

Influencing a member of the House of Lords is not as straightforward as it may be for an MP. 

You need to find a member who has an interest in the issues that you want to make a point 

about. You can do this in two ways: 

Some members of the House of Lords sit on various All-Party Parliamentary Groups 

(APPGs) e.g. youth affairs. These are useful to influence if your issue is covered by a 

particular group. 

You can find a list of who sits on the APPGs at: 

www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmallparty/memi01.ht  

If your issue has previously been debated in the House of Lords, you can find who spoke 

about it and contact them to raise your concerns. 

To find out what members have said in speeches, go to: 

www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199697/ldhansrd/pdvn/home.htm#search  

How to contact a Lord 
By mail 

Members mostly attend the House when a debate or piece of legislation requires their 

special knowledge, so the best way to contact them is in writing. Make sure your 

correspondence is addressed to a specific member and posted to the House of Lords, 

London, SW1A 0PW. The letter will be passed to the member in the House or forwarded on. 

Bulk mailshots for the House of Lords are not accepted by hand. All bulk mailshots should 

be individually named, stamped and addressed to: House of Lords, London, SW1A 0PW. 

By phone 

You can get in touch with members of the Lords who have individual phone numbers 

through the main Parliament operator on 020 7219 3000, or via the message service on 020 

7219 5353. Faxes can be sent to 020 7219 5979 (bulk faxes to members are not accepted). 

By email 

You can email an individual member at contactholmember@parliament.uk or using their 

individual email address listed in the Members of the House of Lords section. Please note 

that if more than six copies of the same email are received, all will be deleted. 

Please note that members of the Lords do not represent geographic areas (constituencies), 

you can search members by area of policy interest using the search options menu in the 

Members of the House of Lords section.  

http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/lords/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmallparty/memi01.ht
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199697/ldhansrd/pdvn/home.htm
mailto:contactholmember@parliament.uk
http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/lords/
http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/lords/
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How to address a Lord 
 

Some Lords should be addressed using their title only, for example, Lord Sugar or Baroness 

Boothroyd. Other Lords have an additional part to their title which should also be used when 

addressing them, for example, Lord Collins of Highbury or Baroness Harris of Richmond. 

Once you have found the correct title you can use the guide below which shows you how to 

use it in correspondence. 'X' should be replaced with the Lord’s title  

 

Lord Speaker  
 Beginning of email/letter...  Dear Lord Speaker 
 End of email/letter...   Yours sincerely 
 Envelope...   The Rt Hon.* the Baroness D'Souza CMG, Lord Speaker 
 
Baron (Lord) 
 Beginning of email/letter...  Dear Lord X 
 End of email/letter...   Yours sincerely 
 Envelope...    The (Rt Hon.* the) Lord X 
 
Baroness 
 Beginning of email/letter...  Dear Lady X 
 End of email/letter...   Yours sincerely 
 Envelope...    The (Rt Hon.* the) Baroness X 
 
Countess 
 Beginning of email/letter...  Dear Lady X 
 End of email/letter...   Yours sincerely 
 Envelope...    The Countess (of) X 
 
Duke 

Beginning of email/letter...  Dear Duke of X 
 End of email/letter...  Yours sincerely 
 Envelope...    His Grace the Duke of X 
 
Earl 
 Beginning of email/letter...  Dear Lord X 
 End of email/letter...   Yours sincerely 
 Envelope...    The (Rt Hon.* the) Earl (of) X 
 
Lady 
 Beginning of email/letter...  Dear Lady X 
 End of email/letter...   Yours sincerely 
 Envelope...    The (Rt Hon.* the) Lady X 
 
Marquess  
 Beginning of email/letter...  Dear Lord X 
 End of email/letter...   Yours sincerely 
 Envelope...    The Most Hon. the Marquess of X 
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Viscount 
 Beginning of email/letter...  Dear Lord X 
 End of email/letter...   Yours sincerely 
 Envelope...    The (Rt Hon.* the) Viscount X 
 
Archbishop 
 Beginning of email/letter...  Dear Archbishop 
 End of email/letter...   Yours sincerely 
 Envelope...    The Most Rev. and the Rt Hon.* the Archbishop of X 
 
Bishops 
 Beginning of email/letter...  Dear Lord Bishop 
 End of email/letter...   Yours sincerely 
 Envelope...    The Rt Rev. the Lord Bishop of X 
 

It is best practice to sign off a letter to a member with ‘Yours sincerely’. 

*Rt Hon. should be used when a Lord is a member of the Privy Council. When you look up a 

member on the Members of the House of Lords list, it will state if they’re a privy counselor.  

 

What to say to your Lord 
 

✤ I am writing to ask your opinion on lowering the voting age to 16. I am a supporter of 

the Votes at 16 campaign because it will engage 16 and 17 year olds at the ballot 

who hold many responsibilities in our society, empower 16 and 17 year olds to 

influence decisions that will define their future, and inspire young people to get 

involved in our democracy. 

✤ I would like to know your views on lowering the voting age to 16 and engaging young 

people in politics. In particular, I would like to know whether you think 16 and 17 year 

olds should be allowed to vote in the upcoming Scottish independence referendum. 

✤ I would also appreciate it if you could join me as an official supporter of the campaign 

by visiting http://www.votesat16.org.uk or emailing a message of support to 

votesat16@byc.org.uk   

 

For further arguments that are used to support the campaign you can see the briefing 

documents that are produced for Members of Parliament ahead of debates in the House of 

Commons. 

These can be found here: http://www.byc.org.uk/resources/policy-briefings-and-consultation-

responses.aspx  

Under the “Briefing Documents 2012-2013” section. 

http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/lords/
http://www.byc.org.uk/resources/policy-briefings-and-consultation-responses.aspx
http://www.byc.org.uk/resources/policy-briefings-and-consultation-responses.aspx

