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COSMETIC PIERCING & MICROPIGMENTATION - NEW BYELAWS  
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS) PROVISIONS ACT 1982  
 
SUMMARY 
 
The purpose of this report is for members to consider new byelaws for micropigmentation and 
cosmetic piercing.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. Member’s comments are received. 
 

2. It is recommended that the new byelaws are adopted as they are, and will apply to all 
premises subject to particular circumstances which might require additional conditions 
being attached to a licence. These special conditions may be added in line with the views of 
the Licensing Officer or Council Policy.  

 
DETAIL 
 

1. Local Government (Miscellaneous) Provisions Act requires anyone carrying out 
micropigmentation or body piercing to ensure the safety and wellbeing of themselves and 
their clients. 
 

2. Stockton Council already have adopted byelaws for Acupuncture, Tattooing, Ear Piercing 
and Electrolysis to ensure safety and hygiene for customers.  

 
3. We have been receiving an increasing number of applications to carry out the business of 

micropigmention and body piercing but the current byelaws and do not apply to these 
procedures. 
 

4. Micropigmention is a cosmetic technique which employs tattoos permanent pigmentation of 
the dermis as a means of producing designs that resemble makeup, such as eye lining and 
other permanent enhancing colors to the skin of the face, lips, and eyelids.  
 

5. Body piercing is the piercing of holes, in parts of the body other than the ear lobes, in order 
to insert rings or other decorative objects. 

 
6. We propose to adopt byelaws specifically for micropigmentation and body piercing. Copies 

of the proposed byelaws are attached at appendix 1 & 2.  
 



7. Procedures such as micropigmentation and piercing which involve piercing the skin with 
needles carry a potential risk of blood borne virus transmission if infection control 
procedures are not observed.   
 

8. The Local Government (Miscellaneous) Provisions Act Allows for the Local Authority to 
require businesses offering these types of procedures to register with the Local Authority 
and observe byelaws relating to the cleanliness and hygiene of premises.   
 

9. Local Authority’s were limited to regulating Ear Piercing, Tattooing and Acupuncture until 
the Act was amended to include cosmetic piercing and semi-permanent skincolouring 
(often referred to as micropigmentation).  

 
10. Since the Authority has previously resolved that the relevant sections of the Act should be 

brought into force, we are automatically enabled to control the new procedures once we 
have adopted the relevant byelaws for the procedures. 

 
11. Since receiving these applications Officers have been inspecting the premises in line with 

the byelaws of tattooists for hygiene requirements.  
 

12. The proposed byelaws cover the same issues as the current conditions for tattooists and 
ear piercers but have small adaptation in line with differences in the procedures. 

 
CONSULTATION 
 

1. Copies of the proposed byelaws along with a covering letter were sent to all currently 
licensed piercers and tattooists. The only comments received were from a body piercer in 
Yarm confirming she agreed with the proposed byelaws. A copy of the covering letter is 
attached as Appendix 3. 

 
FEES 

 
1. At present the tattooist and ear piercing application fee is £82. The proposal is that the fee 

is increased to £120; this fee will be for the person carrying out the business at the 
premises and registering the premise. The fee was determined following a review of the 
cost of processing and considering an application. This increased fee is proposed for all 
types of registrations under the act.  

 
2. There is no renewal fee as these are one off registrations for the person and the premises.  
 

 
Trading Standards & Licensing Manager Dave Kitching  
Contact Officer Name:   Polly Edwards 
Telephone No.    01642 528544 
Email Address:      polly.edwards@stockton.gov.uk 
Financial Implications:   None 
Environmental Implications:  None 
Legal Implications:   
Community Safety Implications:  
Human Rights Implications   
Background Papers:  Draft Byelaws, Consultation Letter  
Ward(s) and Ward Councillors:   Not ward related. 
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Draft Model Byelaws – Cosmetic Piercing 
 

Byelaws for the purposes of securing the cleanliness of premises registered under section 15 of the   Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 and fittings in those premises and of registered persons 
and persons assisting them and the cleansing and, so far as appropriate, sterilization of instruments, 
materials and equipment used in connection with the business of cosmetic piercing made by 
.................................................. in pursuance of Section 15(7) of the Act. 

 

1. Interpretation: 
 

a.  In these byelaws, unless the context otherwise requires – 
 

 “The Act” means the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act  1982; “Client” 
means any person undergoing treatment; 

 

 “Operator” means any person giving treatment; 
 

“Premises” means any premises registered under Part VIII of the Act; 

“Proprietor” means any person registered under Part VIII of the Act; 

"Treatment” means any operation in effecting cosmetic piercing; 

“The treatment area” means any part of the premises where treatment is given to 
clients. 

 
b.  The Interpretation Act 1978 shall apply for the interpretation of these byelaws as it 

applies for the interpretation of an Act of Parliament. 
 

2. For the purpose of securing the cleanliness of premises and fittings in such premises a 
proprietor shall ensure that – 

 

a.  All internal walls, doors, windows, partitions, floors and floor coverings, and ceilings are 
kept clean and in such good repair as to enable them to be cleaned effectively; 

 

b.  All waste materials, and other litters, arising from the treatment should be handled and 
disposed of as clinical waste in accordance with relevant legislation and guidance as advised 
by the local authority; 

 

c.  All needles used in treatment are single-use and disposable, as far as is practicable; and are 
stored and disposed of as clinical waste in accordance with the relevant legislation and 
guidance as advised by the local authority; 

 

d.  All furniture and fittings in the premises are kept clean and in such good repair as to 
enable them to be cleaned effectively; 

 

e.  All tables, couches and seats used by clients in the treatment area, and any surface on 
which the items specified in 3b below are placed immediately prior to treatment, have a 
smooth impervious surface which is disinfected immediately after use and at the end of each 
working day; 

 

f.  Where tables and couches are used, they are covered by a disposable paper sheet 
which is changed for each client; 

 

g.  No eating, drinking or smoking is permitted in the treatment area and a notice or 



notices reading “No Smoking”, “No Eating or Drinking” is prominently displayed 
there. 

3. For the purpose of securing the cleansing and so far as is appropriate, the sterilization of 
instruments, materials and equipment used in connection with the treatment – 

 

a.  An operator shall ensure that, before use in connection with treatment, any gown, 
wrap or other protective clothing, paper or other covering, towel, cloth or other such 
article used in the treatment – 

 

i. is clean and in good repair, and, so far as is appropriate, sterile; 
 

ii. has not previously been used in connection with any other client unless it consists 
of a material which can be and has been adequately cleaned and, so far as is 
appropriate, sterilized. 

 

b.  An operator shall ensure that any needle, metal instrument, or other item of equipment, 
used in treatment or for handling instruments and needles used in the treatment is in a 
sterile condition and kept sterile until it is used; 

 

c.  A proprietor shall provide – 
 

i. adequate facilities and equipment for the purpose of sterilization (unless pre-
sterilized items are used) and of cleansing, as required in pursuance of these 
byelaws; 

 

ii. sufficient and safe gas points and/or electrical socket outlets to enable 
compliance with these byelaws; 

 

iii. an adequate constant supply of clean hot and cold water readily available at 
all times on the premises; 

 

iv. adequate storage for all items mentioned in byelaw 3 a and b above, so that 
those items are properly stored in a clean and suitable place so as to avoid, as 
far as possible, the risk of contamination. 

 

4. For the purpose of securing the cleanliness of operators – 
 

a.  A proprietor shall ensure that – 
 

i. any operator keeps his hands and nails clean and his nails short; 
 

ii. any operator wears disposable surgical gloves that have not previously been 
used with any other client; 

 

iii. any operator of the premises wears a gown, wrap or protective clothing that is 
clean and washable, or alternatively a disposable covering that has not 
previously been used in connection with any other client; 

 

iv. any operator keeps any open boil, sore, cut or open wound on an exposed part 
of his body effectively covered by an impermeable dressing; 

 

v. any operator does not smoke or consume food or drink in the treatment area. 
 

b.  A proprietor shall provide; 
 

i. suitable and sufficient washing facilities for the sole use of operators, including hot 
and cold water and sanitising soap or detergent; 

 

ii. suitable and sufficient sanitary accommodation for operators. 
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Draft Model Byelaws – Semi Permanent Skin Colouring 
 

Byelaws for the purposes of securing the cleanliness of premises registered under section 15 of the Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 and fittings in such premises and registered persons and 
persons assisting them and the cleansing and, so far as appropriate, sterilization of instruments, materials and 
equipment used in connection with the business of semi-permanent skin-colouring, made by 
...................................................................... in pursuance of section 15(7) of the Act. 
 
1. Interpretation: 

 
a. In these byelaws, unless the context otherwise requires – 
 

 “The Act” means the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982; “Client” means any person 
undergoing treatment; 

 
 “Operator” means any person giving treatment; 
 
 “Premises” means any premises registered under Part VIII of the Act;  

 “Proprietor” means any person registered under Part VIII of the Act; 

  “Treatment” means any operation in effecting semi-permanent skin-colouring; 

 “The treatment area”  means any part of the premises where treatment is given to clients. 
 
b. The Interpretation Act 1978 shall apply for the interpretation of these byelaws as it applies for the 

interpretation of an Act of Parliament. 
 

2. For the purpose of securing the cleanliness of premises and fittings in such premises a proprietor shall ensure 
 that – 

 
a. All internal walls, doors, windows, partitions, floors and floor coverings, and ceilings are kept clean and in 

such good repair as to enable them to be cleaned effectively; 
 
b. The treatment area is used solely for giving treatment; 
 
c. The floor of the treatment area is provided with a smooth impervious surface; 
 
d. All waste materials, and other litters, arising from the treatment should be handled and disposed of as 

clinical waste in accordance with relevant legislation and guidance as advised by the local authority; 
 
e. All needles used in treatment are single-use and disposable, as far as is practicable; and are stored and 

disposed of as clinical waste in accordance with the relevant legislation and guidance as advised by the 
local authority; 

 
f. All furniture and fittings in the premises are kept clean and in such good repair as to enable them to be 

cleaned effectively; 
 
g. All tables, couches and seats used by clients in the treatment area, and any surface on which the items 

specified in 3b below are placed immediately prior to treatment, have a smooth impervious surface which 
is disinfected immediately after use and at the end of each working day; 

 
h. Where tables and couches are used, they are covered by a disposable paper sheet which is changed for 

each client; 

i. No eating, drinking or smoking is permitted in the treatment area and a notice or notices reading “No 



Smoking”, “No Eating or Drinking” are prominently displayed there. 

 
3. For the purpose of securing the cleansing and so far as is appropriate, the sterilization of instruments, materials 

and equipment used in connection with the treatment – 
 
a. An operator shall ensure that, before use in connection with treatment, any gown, wrap or other  protective 

clothing, paper or other covering, towel, cloth or other such articles used in the  treatment – 
 

i. is clean and in good repair, and so far as is appropriate, is sterile; 
 
ii. has not previously been used in connection with any other client unless it consists of a   
 material which can be and has been adequately cleaned and, so far as is appropriate, sterilized. 
   

b. An operator shall ensure that – 
 

i.  any needle, metal instrument, or other item or equipment, used in treatment or for handling instruments 
and needles used in treatment, is in a sterile condition and kept sterile until it is used; 

 
ii.  all dyes used for semi-permanent skin-colouring are sterile and inert; 
 
iii. the containers used to hold the dyes for each customer are either disposed of at the end of each session 

of treatment, or are cleaned and sterilized before re-use; 
 

c. A proprietor shall provide – 
 

i. adequate facilities and equipment for the purpose of sterilization (unless pre-sterilised items are used) and 
of cleansing, as required in pursuance of these byelaws; 

 
ii. sufficient and safe gas points and/or electrical socket outlets to enable compliance with these byelaws; 
 
iii. an adequate constant supply of clean hot and cold water readily available at all times on the premises; 
 
iv. adequate storage for items mentioned in byelaw 3 a and b above, so that those items   are properly stored 

in a clean and suitable place so as to avoid, as far as possible, the risk of contamination. 

 
4. For the purpose of securing the cleanliness of operators – 
 

a. A proprietor shall ensure that – 
 

i. any operator keeps his hands and nails clean and his nails short; 
 
ii. any operator wears disposable surgical gloves that have not previously been used with any other client; 
 
iii. any operator of the premises wears a gown, wrap or protective clothing that is clean and washable, or 

alternatively a disposable covering that has not previously been used in connection with any other client; 
 
iv. any operator keeps any open boil, sore, cut or open wound on an exposed part of his body effectively 

covered by an impermeable dressing; 

v. any operator does not smoke or consume food or drink in the treatment area. 
 

b. A proprietor shall provide - 
 

i. suitable and sufficient washing facilities for the sole use of operators, including hot and cold water, 
sanitising soap or detergent; 

 
ii. suitable and sufficient sanitary accommodation for operators. 
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Stockton on Tees 
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Web: www.tradingstandards.gov.uk/stockton 

 
15 August 2014

 
Dear Licence Holder 
 
Local Government (Miscellaneous) Provisions Act 1982  
Cosmetic Piercing & Micropigmentation  
 
As a result of the rise in popularity of body piercing of parts of the body other than ears and 
Micropigmentation (also known as semi-permanent make up or skin colouring) we are proposing to 
extend our current byelaws to cover these procedures.  As I am sure you know the byelaws are 
designed to ensure adequate levels of hygiene in premises to protect customers against infection.  
 
Anyone carrying out cosmetic piercing or Micropigmentation will be required to register with the 
Local Authority and comply with the byelaws.   
 
If you are already hold an ear piercing registration you are unaffected by the changes unless you 
intend to provide another type of cosmetic piercing or Micropigmentation.  If this is the case you 
would need to make a new application for registration. 
 
We have carried out a costing exercise and we are also proposing to increase the cost of 
registration to £120. This more accurately reflects the cost of processing and assessing an 
application.  
 
I have attached, for your information, copies of the proposed draft model byelaws. If you wish to 
make any comments on the proposals please do so in writing, by letter or email, before 12 
September  2014. 
 
If you would like to discuss the conditions further and the implications this may have for your 
premise, or should you require any further information in this matter, please contact me on the 
above number. 
 
Yours Sincerely 

 
Miss P Edwards 
Licensing Enforcement Officer 


