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 LICENSING COMMITTEE 

 

 20th October 2015 

 

MANDATORY EXTENSION OF DURATION OF DRIVERS AND OPERATORS LICENCES 

 

SUMMARY 

The Deregulation Act 2015 (the Act) came into force on the 1st October 2015.  It introduced a 
number of measures designed to reduce or remove unnecessary burdens on businesses, civil 
society, individuals, public sector bodies and the tax payer. 

In Particular the Act extends the duration of Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Drivers licences 
to 3 years and Private Hire Operators licences to 5 years. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That the content of this report be noted. 

 
DETAIL 
 

1. This Authority already offers the options of a 1 or 3 year driver’s license to applicants.  In 
2014/15 140 or 15% of  all drivers applied for a 3 years drivers licence. 

 
2. This Authority  currently only offers a 1 year Private Hire Operator’s licence.  These 

expire each year on the 30 November.  A banding structure exists with licence fees rising 
according to the number of vehicles operated.   

 
3. An analysis of work associated with licenses and potential savings where applications are 

only made on a 5 yearly frequency has been carried out.  It has been determined that the 
processing associated with receiving an annual application will be avoided.  All other 
work including vehicle checks (ensuring vehicles are linked and working through an 
operator), compliance work, complaint investigation and advisory work will still be 
required for both 1 year and 5 year licenses. 

 
4. It has therefore been proposed that the fee for a 5 year licence be calculated by 

multiplying the cost of a 1 year licence by 5 and then deducting the standard 
administration fee of £45 for years 2 -5 (i.e. deduct £180 administration costs for each 
band). 

 
5. The current 1 year licence fees and proposed 5 year licence fees are attached at 

Appendix 1. 
 

6. A letter was issued to all 28 currently licensed operators asking for comments.  A copy of 
this letter is attached at Appendix 2. 

 



7. Under section 70 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, 
variations to operator’s licence fees must be published in at least one local newspaper.  
An advert appeared in the Herald & Post on the 8th October 2015. 
 

8. A full review of all driver, vehicle and operator fees is planned in the next financial year. 

 
 
Contact Officer :    Lorraine Wilford 
Telephone Number;   01842 526534 
Email Address:   lorraine.wilford@stockton.gov.uk 
 
Financial Implications: The cost of licensing private hire operators will be met from 

the fees paid by applicants.   

Environmental Implications:  Through the maintenance of a strategic licensing policy 
there will be opportunities to further improve the 
environment, to the benefit of all. 

 
Legal Implications: The adoption of the policy will assist members and officers 

when considering applications and businesses intending to 
submit applications.  It will give a clear outline of the 
Authority will consider when assessing applications.  A 
licensing policy can be challenged by way of judicial 
review. 

Community Safety Implications The administration and enforcement of the licensing 
regime should assist in reducing crime and disorder. 

 
Human Rights Implications  None 
 
Background Papers   None  
 
Ward     Not ward related   
 

 

 

 

  



Appendix 1 

Proposed Operator Fees 2015 

 

 

 

Private Hire Operators – New Grant 

 

 1 Year 
Licence 

5 Year 
Licence 

1 Vehicle £160.00 £620 

2 Vehicles £250.00 £1070 

3-27 Vehicles £300.00 £1320 

28-52 Vehicles £350.00 £1570 

53-72 Vehicles £400.00 £1820 

73-87 Vehicles £450.00 £2070 

88-101 Vehicles £500.00 £2320 

Every Additional 15 Vehicles or Part £50.00 - 

 

 

 

 

Private Hire Operator – Renewal 

 

 1 Year 
Licence 

5 year 
Licence 

1 Vehicle £110.00 £370 

2 Vehicles £220.00 £920 

3-27 Vehicles £250.00 £1070 

28-52 Vehicles £300.00 £1320 

53-72 Vehicles £350.00 £1570 

73-87 Vehicles £400.00 £1820 

88-101 Vehicles £450.00 £2070 

Every Additional 15 Vehicles or Part £50.00 - 

 

 



Appendix 2 

 

 

 

My Ref: 
Your Ref: 

Trading Standards & Licensing
PO Box 232, 16 Church Road

Stockton on Tees
TS18 1XD

Tel: 01642 526528
Email: jimmy.jones@stockton.gov.uk

Web: www.stockton.gov.uk/community-safety/ 

29 September 2015

 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Deregulation Act 2015 
Private Hire Operator Fees 
 
As a result of recent changes to legislation made by the Deregulation Act 2015, from 1 October 
2015, all Local Authorities are required to offer the option of a 5 yearly private hire operator 
licence. 
 
Your current licence expires on 30 November 2015.  This means that upon the renewal of this 
licence you will have the option of taking either a 1 year licence or a 5 year licence.  The 
attached sheet gives details of the proposed fees structure.  
 
The 5 year licence fee has been calculated using the current annual fee, with a reduction of 
administrative costs in relation to the second, third, fourth and fifth years.  
 
If you have any objections with regard to the proposed fees please let me know in writing within 
the next 28 days. 
 
Please note that we are intending to carry out a full review of all driver, vehicle and operator 
fees in the next financial year. 
 
Yours faithfully 
Jimmy Jones  
Principal Trading Standards & Licensing Officer 
 

 


