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Stockton Youth Assembly

A meeting of Stockton Youth Assembly was held on Tuesday, 15th November, 2016.

Present:   Cllr Robert Cook, Cllr Mrs Ann McCoy, Viven Alwis, Joshua Corfield, Beth Gibson, J Gibson, Jess Hugill, Chloe McLaren, Bailey Shaw, 

Officers:  Judith Trainer (Scrutiny Officer), Shirley Stenburge (Youth Direction), Gayle Nertney (Democratic Services)

Also in attendance:   

Apologies:   Cllr Lauriane Povey, Kushan Bhardwaj, Rhianna Lees


1

Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest made.

2

Minutes of Meeting held on 20 September 2016

Members considered the minutes of the meeting held on 20 September 2016.

AGREED that the minutes were a true record.

3

Youth Participation - Election of Member of the Youth Parliament (MYP) - February 2017

Members were advised that Jess's 2 year term as Member of the Youth Parliament was due to end, and arrangements had already started for the Election on 27 February 2017 to 1 March 2017.

All Secondary Schools and Sixth Form Colleges within Stockton had been written to, to raise awareness of the forthcoming elections and nominations to Stockton Youth Assembly in 2017.

Members were issued with a timetable for the elections, and were asked to encourage their school/college to take part.

The process would be the same as previous years, and would reflect a General Election.

Once schools had signed up to the Election, then Notices would be published on all participating schools on 9 January.

Young people would be invited to stand as MYP with the closing date being 30 January 2017.

A glossy leaflet (as per previous election) would be produced, including a photo and statement from each candidate.

Ballot papers and ballot boxes would then be distributed to participating schools for polling taking place over 3 days (27 February 2017 to 1 March 2017).  It was stressed that should a participating school not have a candidate then they would still take part in the ballot.

The Count would then take place on 2 March 2017 in Stockton Town Hall.

Previously Cllr McCoy and Head of Schools had contacted schools a number of times encouraging them to take place, and will continue to do so at the next election.

Members enquired whether somebody could stand as a candidate should their school/college not be involved, and were advised that this should not be a problem so long as the candidate meets the criteria, and would be seen as an independent member.

Members asked if online voting would be available, and were advised not at the moment, as it was being treated like a general election, however this could be investigated for future.

Members queried whether a ballot box could be put in a central location, such as Municipal Buildings, however it was advised that all votes needed to be credible and voters not able to put in numerous votes at different locations.

4

Growth Strategy & Plan 

This item was deferred to the next meeting on 17 January 2017.

5

Lifeline Service - Updated Marketing Material

Members were previously asked to comment on some promotional information for Lifeline Services.  Updated marketing materials were issued to members for comments.

It was agreed that the posters included the right amount of information, however they could be a bit more eye catching.  Comments included:

- Include another picture in addition to the map
- Poster a bit too formal for young people
- Does it meet the criteria for dyslexic people to find it easy to read?
- Nothing on stating it was available in different languages/braille
- Can people access additional information online? Website?
- Contact via email?
- Could a QR code be included?
- It refers to a Keyworker, does this mean that somebody needs to have a keyworker? What if they don't? Maybe change to a trusted person?
- On Item 3. No need to include the job role as young people do not understand, maybe include a photo?

Members also stated that it could be useful to meet in a years time to discuss how successful the campaign had been.

6

SYA Activity

The second BYC convention was held on 8th October, and included workshops on transport and flooding.  The 3rd convention was to be held on 3 December 2016 - consent forms to be returned to Shirley ASAP.

Youth Direction thanked Members for their help in the Make your Mark campaign.  The top five issues were discussed, with the winning topic being 'curriculum for life'.

Jess Hugill attended the House of Commons on 11th November 2016, and spoke on tackling racism.  It was a well turned out event with many politicians being in attendance.

Some Members were taking part in the Take Over Challenge, which involved shadowing Officers during their normal working day.

Beth was to shadow the Mayor 16 November and would be attending the Citizenship Awards as well as a school visit.

Josh agreed to shadow Martin Grey on 18 November 2016.

Older members were meeting with Diane McConnell (Head of Schools and SEN) on 29 November 2016 to discuss Safeguarding issues.

7

Forward Plan

Growth Stategy and Plan had been deferred to the next meeting on 17 January 2017.

Members requested that Answer Alex be on the next agenda for an update.

A Member of Stockton Council's Marketing team had been invited to attend the next SYA, to give advice on the Logo design for hoodies.  Officers to contact the Roper Trust to enquire on available funding for hoodies. 





 

