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PORKY PINT 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES BOROUGH COUNCIL 

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 
 

WITNESS STATEMENT OF PAUL HENDERSON 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 
 

1. I am Paul Henderson, Managing Director of The Porky Pint Limited, 40 Mill Lane, 

Billingham, which owns and operates the business the Porky Pint Restaurant and Bar. 

2. I am making this statement in order to reply to this application for review of the 

premises licence for the Porky Pint public house. 

3. I shall deal with matters in this order: 

A. My background, character and qualifications 

B. My involvement in the Porky Pint 

C. My actions in relation to the Porky Pint 

D. Conclusion 

 

A. My background, character and qualifications 

4. Background. I was born and bred in Billingham. I was born in 1983 and am now 38 

years old.  

5. My mother is one of seven children, and my father is one of nine. Both grew up in 

two bedroom terraced houses in Billingham.  

6. My father was a plater and my mother a nurse and then a full-time mother to me and 

my two younger brothers for 20 years. Later she worked in the social work and 
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voluntary sector, supporting children and families that were, in one way or another, 

“in crisis” owning to a multitude of misfortunes, including domestic violence, child 

abuse, drug and alcohol abuse and homelessness. 

7. By no means were we destitute, but my family often struggled to make ends meet. We 

learned to respect hard work, tenacity, and ingenuity, often demonstrated in the clever 

ways my parents and their peers and my grandparents managed to feed so many 

mouths with little money while working long, hard hours to provide for their children.   

8. We were and are a very close family. My grandfather was a music teacher at St 

Michael’s School in Billingham for 50 years, after serving in the Royal Navy as a 

young man. Between the two large family networks and his prominence as a teacher 

to so many generations of families in Billingham, a deep and powerful sense of 

community was engendered in our family and in me from an early age.  

9. As a young boy, I remember organising a large event with my mother at our primary 

school – St Johns – to raise money for the Blue Peter Shoe Box Appeal for Romanian 

orphanages. I even remember getting a Blue Peter Badge in recognition of our efforts 

to help the children and families in Romania suffering so much at the time.  

10. This sense of community at home attracted me to participate in the community at 

large, and I was an active member and leader in the local Cub and Scout troops. One 

year I just missed out on being runner up in Scout of the Year for the UK.  

11. I played and loved to play rugby for Billingham Synthonia Rugby Club at a time 

when we had nothing but an old shipping container in the corner of a field to play out 

of. (The club has since received National Lottery and other funding and now has 

fantastic facilities and has gone from strength to strength.)  I am very proud to have 

been a part of this outstanding community hub project for Billingham. Despite the 

lack of resources, we excelled as a team and individually as players, touring the 

country and rising to one of the most successful junior colt teams in the region, with 

many of us playing at county level for both Durham and Cleveland.  

12. During my school and college years, I was always engaging in various clubs and 

activities, and was particularly drawn to history, business and politics, taking part in 

Youth Parliament and winning awards for these and other subjects. I was blessed with 
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wonderful teachers, who instilled in me a healthy curiosity about politics and political 

thought, which has stayed with me through my adult life. 

13. I fondly remember organising social events at nightclubs and bars around Teesside. 

Enterprising as we were we took to pre-selling the tickets and living well – as much as 

a college student could! – off the earnings we garnered from the nights we put on. I 

loved the feeling of bringing people together to enjoy themselves and the satisfaction 

a successful night that was remembered by everyone who attended brought to me and 

my friends as the organisers. This has also stayed with me and was one of the reasons 

I now find myself the co-owner, along with my now retired parents and my two 

younger brothers, of a Billingham pub and, less happily, in the situation I am now in. 

14. I was the first person in my family to go to university, attending the University of 

Northumbria at Newcastle to study law and to complete academic qualifications to 

practice law as a solicitor in the UK, obtaining LLB and LPC qualifications.  

15. During my 4 years in Newcastle, I paid for much of the cost of my education by 

working full time as an SIA door supervisor, eventually responsible for teams of up to 

5 security staff as head of security in some of the most challenging city centre venues 

in Newcastle.  

16. We worked closely with local Police and Licensing and I got to understand and 

experience up close the important role we all played by working together to ensure 

customers were safe and venues were secure. I never had any problem with any of the 

authorities we worked with and developed a deep and lasting respect for them and an 

appreciation of the difficult jobs they did in a challenging hospitality setting.  

17. During one summer break away from university, I travelled to Thailand as a volunteer 

as part of a team that built school and dormitory buildings for children that had been 

rescued from the human trafficking and drug trade that was and still is rife in 

Northern Thailand, Laos and Cambodia, an area named “The Golden Triangle”. From 

there I travelled to Australia on a scholarship that I had been awarded by Northumbria 

University and Irwin Mitchell Solicitors to work in the Monash Legal Clinic in 

Melbourne, representing people facing legal issues related to issues of social and 

economic deprivation such as homelessness, basic health care, access to justice and 

access to welfare.  
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18. In other years during this period of legal study, I worked the summer with my mother 

for The Children’s Society where she was a support worker. As well as helping with 

project administration work, I volunteered as a mentor to support young people in 

crisis who were homeless or victims of domestic violence, drug and alcohol abuse or 

family breakdowns.  

19. Career. I graduated from University in 2006, and have pursued a career as follows. 

20. In 2006, I worked in finance in Baku, Azerbaijan.  

21. In 2007, I founded a group of commercial finance and private equity companies 

investing in businesses and projects predominantly in and connected to the former 

Soviet Union.  

22. In 2009, I co-founded Simple Leisure Group, which owned and operated various 

licensed premises in Teesside and County Durham. I was the Commercial Director for 

the first year of those businesses. I worked closely, effectively, and successfully with 

several local licensing authorities, council departments and police forces.  

23. In 2010, I joined a hedge fund manager in London as Head of Business Development. 

24. In 2011, I set up a fund management consultancy working with emerging and frontier 

market investment managers. 

25. In 2013 I co-founded a wholesale telecoms company in Singapore. 

26. In 2017, I founded a wholesale telecoms and network operations software 

management group of companies.  

27. In 2019 I founded HW Legacy Group, a family-owned group of companies to develop 

businesses for the benefit of the family. My aim is a simple one. I have witnessed the 

difficulties of being trapped in a cycle of deprivation. I want to ensure that the same is 

not experienced by my children or my wider family in the future. 

28. All in all, since the beginning of my professional career – mostly in investment 

banking and commercial finance, now in telecoms and software development - I have 

worked with, founded, and advised at least 50 businesses.  Many of these were 
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operating in developing economy countries in the former Soviet Union, East and 

South East Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa.  

29. I have therefore lived and worked in a multitude of complex financial and industrial 

settings in many different countries over the years. In doing so I have had to 

understand and comply with many regulatory systems. I am a person with very great 

respect for the law and the democratic process. It would not have been possible for me 

to have had the career I have had otherwise. 

30. This is not to say that I have never challenged authority. I have had cause to take legal 

action against national governments, corporations, and institutions when this has been 

necessary on behalf of businesses, whether my own or clients’. But whenever this has 

happened, it is within the context of an overriding respect for legal rules. 

31. It is fair to say, however, that I have direct experience of a number of countries which 

do not accord their citizens the rights, protections and freedoms enjoyed by UK 

citizens in our liberal democracy, and which I hold very dear as a UK citizen. This has 

undoubtedly influenced my outlook, and my actions in this case. 

32. Qualifications. As I have stated above, I have previously obtained an SIA licence and 

was regulated by the Security Industry Authority. 

33. I have a Certificate in Investments from the Chartered Institute of Securities and 

Investment, and have been regulated by the Financial Services Authority, the 

Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Authority in the UK.  

34. I am a registered Data Controller with the Information Commissioners Office.  

35. Several of the companies I own and operate are regulated by the Singapore telecom 

regulator, and the Federal Communications Commission in the US.  

36. Two US companies in my group are regulated by the Securities and Exchange 

Commission, the Internal Revenue Service and the US State Department in Florida.  

37. I have been issued with several enhanced DBS checks in order to work as a volunteer 

with vulnerable young people and in relation to my parents fostering “at risk” young 

people over the past 6 years.  
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38. For completeness, I have never been the subject of bankruptcy or directors 

disqualification proceedings, nor do I have any criminal convictions to my name. 

39. I am saying all of this by way of  preamble in case there is any impression of me as an 

irresponsible, greedy chancer with no respect for legal norms. To the contrary, I am a 

serious, hard-working individual, with a love of my family and my community, and 

who has great respect for the law and the democratic systems which underpin them. 

The circumstances which bring me here are unique in my lifetime and 

unrepresentative of my general approach to life. 

 

B. My involvement in the Porky Pint 

40. The Porky Pint was originally built and operated by a couple who are local business 

owners. I grew up with and am good friends with one of them. 

41. I moved away from Billingham 20 years ago and whenever I came home to visit 

friends and family, I always visited the Porky Pint. I felt that it was a passion project 

for the owners which showed through everything they did. It was a real community 

pub, everything a pub should be, with a lovely welcome, well-run with good food and 

drink and a great local following. 

42. My partner Danielle and I have only recently moved back to the area. I had said to the 

owners that if they ever were thinking of selling, my family and I would be interested 

in buying it, which we did in August 2020. My reasons for buying it were to keep it in 

perpetuity as a community hub for Billingham people, and to have it as a legacy 

project for my own family, including my own as yet unborn children. It is my way of 

saying that this is where I belong, this is where my roots are and this is where I am 

going to stay for the rest of my life.  

43. Having taken on the pub, we have installed a full commercial kitchen, increasing the 

capacity of the building to serve almost 500 meals a day. The upstairs of the property 

that was previously derelict has been completely refurbished, adding two function 

rooms which will be used for local group and business meetings and events, and the 

outside space has doubled to the rear, with the additional of a covered and heated 
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dining and seating area. An outside decked seating area will be installed to the front of 

the property in due course.  

44. Over the coming months, substantial investment is planned to convert a derelict 

garage building into a dedicated delivery kitchen so that the internal space and kitchen 

can focus on dine-in customers.  

45. Industry consultants are being engaged to overhaul the entire menu, supply chain, and 

operational workflows to expand the product and service offering and increase the 

local supplier base.  

46. We are already looking at sites in Hartlepool and Redcar and aiming to build a 

regional Porky Pint Restaurant & Bar chain over the next 5 years, providing a quality 

British-style bar and restaurant experience for customers visiting the North East for 

leisure and study, and with local communities and customers at the heart of every 

venue. The original, flagship, venue will always be in my home town of Billingham. 

 

C. My actions in relation to the Porky Pint 

47. I would like to say at the outset that I am advised and accept that I have broken the 

law. 

48. However, I wish to stress that I did not do so from any profit motive. Indeed, I made 

none. 

49. Rather, acting on legal advice I was hoping and expecting to be prosecuted so that I 

could, as is my legal right, challenge the vires (or legality) of the coronavirus 

regulations, proving that they were not underpinned by any or any sufficient 

evidential basis. When I was served with a fixed penalty notice in relation to my 

actions, my solicitors informed the authorities that I would not pay the penalty and 

invited them to prosecute me so that I could, within those proceedings, challenge the 

underlying legislation. However, I have not been prosecuted, to my great 

disappointment. Instead, this review represents an attack on my premises licence 

when I have not actually breached any licensing legislation.  
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50. Although I realise that I cannot ask or expect this Licensing Sub-Committee to make 

findings on the vires of the Coronavirus Regulations, it is important that I flesh out 

why I took the stance I did, knowing that there would be legal consequences in some 

form or another. 

51. I know and appreciate that Coronavirus is a transmissible virus, which has taken on 

pandemic proportions.  

52. However, from the outset, it has seemed to me that the Government’s response to the 

pandemic has been disproportionate and in certain key respects unevidenced.  

53. So far as fatalities are concerned, it became clear early on that the main fatalities were 

among  the elderly, usually those with underlying health issues. I am attaching an 

Excel sheet produced by the Office for National Statistics showing that the average 

age of death involving Covid was over 80. Many of these were in care homes, as an 

early ministerial decision was taken to discharge elderly patients with Covid into care 

homes, with serious consequences. 

54. More recently, I have submitted an FOI request to both local NHS Hospital Trusts – 

North Tees and South Tees – asking how many patients had died directly and solely 

following a SARS CoV 2 infection and developing CoVID19 disease. Only South 

Tees provided a definitive answer, while North Tees stated that they could not. 

55. South Tees, has 9,000 employees and services 1.5m people. It is the largest in the 

Tees Valley region of England.  The answer was that it had suffered 32 deaths solely 

from Covid. I attach the response with the Excel sheet which it covered.  

56. So of 1.9 million people in the combined service area, in 12 months from February 

2020, 0.003% of patients died from developing Covid 19 disease with no underlying 

health conditions.   

57. There has, obviously, been great focus on Covid and mortality in the political, public 

and press domains over the last 15 months. And I do not wish to sound at all callous 

about it. I myself have lost a close family member to the disease and am still grieving. 
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58. However, I remind myself that over 600,000 people a year die in the UK. One of the 

many reasons for death over the last year has been Covid. I am quoting the following 

passage as it appears today on the Office for National Statistics web-site: 

In September 2020, there were 39,827 deaths registered in England, 2,568 

deaths more than the five-year average (2015 to 2019) for September; in 

Wales, there were 2,610 deaths registered, 135 deaths more than the five-year 

average for September. 

The leading cause of death in September 2020 was dementia and Alzheimer's 

disease in both England (accounting for 11.2% of all deaths) and in Wales 

(11.1% of all deaths). 

The coronavirus (COVID-19) did not feature in the top ten leading causes of 

death for deaths registered in September 2020, in England or Wales; in 

England, COVID-19 was the 19th most common cause of death and in Wales 

COVID-19 was the 24th most common cause of death.  

 

59. Despite this, far-reaching restrictions have been placed on citizens and business over 

the last 15 months. Much of it has been imposed through secondary legislation 

(regulations) which have not received full and proper Parliamentary scrutiny and 

debate. This has been remarked upon by many leading individuals, including for 

example Lord Jonathan Sumption, recently retired as a Supreme Court Judge. He and 

others have pointed to other regimes, such as Sweden, which have not imposed such 

draconian regulation on its citizens. 

60. As the Sub-Committee will undoubtedly know, one of the sectors hardest hit by the 

pandemic is the leisure and hospitality sector. This has had two impacts. It has 

impacted on businesses, most of all on the small community independents without 

substantial cash reserves or ability to borrow to ride out the crisis caused by closure. 

And it has impacted on communities, who have been unable to meet, unwind, 

celebrate, commiserate and share their leisure time as before.  
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61. I have found it profoundly difficult to understand how two workers can share a van all 

day long but may not visit a pub for a pint at the end of it, or why petrol stations and 

supermarkets, where customers repeatedly touch the same surfaces, have been able to 

continue to operate, while cafes and restaurants, where tables can be sanitised and 

customers properly distanced, cannot. I was perplexed that, at different times, the 

regulations allowed people to have business meetings in pubs but not social meetings, 

the rationale for this not being explained.  

62. I would have understood this if there had been a proper evidence base underpinning 

the policy, but this evidence base has never been produced. This is because it does not 

exist. 

63. In November 2020, the Government produced a paper showing links between 

hospitality and transmission. However, the only evidence was based on cases from 

abroad where the spaces involved were poorly ventilated. There was no evidence that, 

with appropriate practices and good ventilation, there was a particular risk from 

hospitality. The evidence, rather, is that household mixing was the key risk factor for 

transmission. The best test of this was Eat out to Help Out, in summer of 2020, a 

hugely popular scheme which was not correlated with a significant increase in 

incidence of Covid. 

64. The fact that the Government was not willing to publish, or indeed did not have, 

evidence attributing Covid transmission to the hospitality sector was the reason why 

the Night Time Economy Advisor for Manchester, Sasha Lord, took the Government 

to court to judicially review its restriction of the hospitality industry. As I understand 

it, the outcome of the case, during May 2021, was that the court found the challenge 

academic because the sector was about to re-open anyway.  

65. But Sasha Lord nevertheless forced the Government to publish its impact assessment, 

which stated: 

“Overall, data suggest that the hospitality sector, compared to leisure and 

retail sectors seems to be associated with greater risk of transmission. But, 

overall, population attributable fractions (fraction of all cases in a population 

that is attributable to the setting) associated with transmission in hospitality, 
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retail and leisure are relatively low. Thus, transmission happens in more than 

one setting and activity.” 

66. Although I did not have this material at the time, the absence of data justifying the 

prolonged shutdown of the industry was a matter of serious debate, and was being 

pursued by trade associations and others, on a daily basis.  

67. My own personal belief is that a democratically-elected government has a 

constitutional right and duty to legislate for the good of the nation as a whole, but as a 

corollary must be accountable for its actions. This is my view as a graduate of the law, 

and as someone who has worked in nations where this principle is not held as dear. It 

is, however, fundamental to our democracy that to curtail the freedoms of citizens, 

whether in their personal lives or through their economic activity, there should be 

transparency and accountability. I am sorry to say that I believed deeply that there 

was neither. 

68. I am not a militant, but I felt a deep pull of conscience that I needed to act on my 

beliefs. I understand the concept of civil disobedience, and knew that I was not 

immune, and that there might be penal consequences. I was ready to receive the fixed 

penalty notice I received, and looked forward to contesting the matter in court, so that 

I could both challenge and draw attention to laws that I felt were not shored up by the 

kind of evidential material which should be in place before doing such harm to a 

whole sector of the economy. Unfortunately, that did not come to pass. 

69. I do appreciate that some of my actions were uncharacteristically theatrical, which I 

put down to the demands of social media and the unprecedented position I found 

myself in. In this category I would accept that my direct insult to the Home Secretary 

and some of my comments on twitter were not my finest hour. But they were intended 

to draw attention to what I viewed as a grave injustice.  

70. I cannot demand that the Licensing Sub-Committee agree with my stance. I must 

accept that it may not. But what I would ask it earnestly to accept is that my stance 

was a conscientious act. It does not mean that I cannot be trusted to run a pub in a 

compliant manner. 
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D. Conclusion 

71. I understand that this case involves my decisions and my actions. I have not tried to 

pass responsibility to anyone else. I have tried to paint a full picture of who I am and 

what motivated the actions which led to this review. 

72. In holding the views I did, I was obviously part of a wider cohort of people sharing 

the same concerns, one of whom was Lord Sumption. But similar anxieties were 

shared by epidemiologists, doctors, data scientists and politicians, too. I contacted 

Professor Dolores Cahill, a tenured professor of Translational Medicine at University 

College Dublin and an expert of 40-plus years in several areas of medicine and 

research relating directly to epidemiology, virology and immunology. Dolores and 

thousands of other health and medical experts like her, including Dr. Carl Henegan, 

professor of Evidence-Based Medicine at Oxford University, have been telling the 

UK government for over a year that the actions being taken are unnecessary and 

destructive based on all of the evidence and all of their experience and expertise. But 

to no avail.  

73. That lockdowns kill more people than covid-19 was acknowledged in a 15 July 2020 

report by the UK Department of Health and Social Care, Office for National 

Statistics, Government Actuary’s Department and Home Office which noted that 

“when morbidity is taken into account, the estimates for the health impacts from a 

lockdown and lockdown induced recession are greater in terms of QALYs1 than the 

direct covid-19 deaths”.  

74. As I have said, the average age of death was over 80, the vast majority of infections 

and deaths were in care homes and hospitals and asymptomatic spread was virtually 

unheard of. Meanwhile, domestic violence soared, the mental health crisis became 

even worse, national debt hit record levels, and there is an unprecedented 

unemployment crisis looming.  

 
1 Quality-Adjusted Life Years. 
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75. I hold our laws in the highest of regard. I spent considerable amounts of time, money 

and energy educating myself about the law, with the intention to enter the profession 

and build a career practising, upholding, and defending it. It is because I hold our laws 

and our ancient, settled democratic processes, institutions, checks and balances in 

such high regard that I have taken such a strong stance. I sincerely believed that it was 

and remains my duty as a citizen, with the capability to do so, to hold government to 

account, and to speak up and to act when government imposes far-reaching 

restrictions without adequate evidence. 

76. In taking the stand that I did with our family business, I made a political statement 

and sought to draw public attention to the devastation these laws have caused not just 

to small independent businesses, and particularly the hospitality sector, but to society 

at large.  

77. The licence which I have from the licensing authority enables me to sell alcohol to 

members of the public. I would ask the Sub-Committee to take the view that I am a 

responsible individual of good character, and who can be trusted to continue to own a 

business which engages in that activity in the future. 

78. I would like to end by assuring the Sub-Committee that, this incident notwithstanding, 

I am a person who can be trusted to work in a responsible, mature and professional 

way with the licensing authority and responsible authorities in the future. The 

incidents which have resulted in these proceedings do not affect my respect for the 

authorities in the borough, and I will obviously continue to abide by the conditions of 

my premises licence.  

 

……………………………………… 

Paul Henderson 

17th May 2021 



















































Median 

age in 

years

Median 

age in 

years

Mean age 

in years

Mean age 

in years

Involving 

COVID-19

Due to 

COVID-19

Involving 

COVID-19

Due to 

COVID-19

Persons 83 83 80.3 80.4

Male 81 81 78.6 78.7

Female 85 85 82.3 82.5

Notes

1 Based on deaths registered in England and Wales up to and including week ending 2nd October.
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To whom it may concern: 

 

Re: Paul Henderson 

 

I have known Paul Henderson for over 30 years. I first met him in my capacity as a teacher 

and head of department at St Michael’s RC secondary school in Billingham where Paul was a 

student. Both our extended families are from the Billingham community and have been 

friends for over 60 years. 

 

During his school days, Paul was a mature, sensible and conscientious student who 

was always willing to go the extra mile, involving himself in a whole range of activities in and 

outside of school. He was a reliable, honest and hardworking individual who excelled in a 

number of areas, including sport. As a valued member of numerous sporting teams, his 

determination and effort to ensure the success of his team mates was well recognised. His 

popularity amongst his peer group was testament to both his interpersonal skills and 

loyalty.  

 

Paul went on to achieve very good academic results in his final year at school. These 

achievements continued at 6th form college and eventually University. 

 

Over the last number of years Paul's business ventures and achievements have gone from 

strength to strength. This flourishing success is largely attributable to his hard work, natural 

ability and dedication.  

 

Although Paul is a person of great drive and ambition who regularly achieves clearly defined 

goals in life, he managers to do this with integrity and a sense of social conscience. He 

employs local people, often helping and providing opportunities to those who are in need or 

vulnerable in some way. This generosity has not gone unnoticed in the community and is 

perhaps one of the reasons why local people are so keen to support his business. 

 

Paul has always had a natural rapport with people, irrespective of age, gender or race. 

His genuine warmth and empathy and his excellent communication skills allow him to 

connect with his customers, employees and the wider community. 

His ‘can do’ attitude in life whilst taking on all tasks with a positive energy and determination 

is a characteristic that was recognised during his school days and has been key to his 

success in more recent years.    

 

In conclusion, I would like to say that in all the time I have known him, Paul has been a 

decent, honest and hard working individual who would go to any length to help others. At a 

time of increasing division and bitterness in our communities, his ambition to create a 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/jKpHC4nXuB7DY5iOly4b
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/jKpHC4nXuB7DY5iOly4b


business that brings folk together in a safe and friendly environment with great food and 

beverage, needs to be encouraged and supported. 

 

I do hope that Paul, and this much loved family-friendly venue on Mill lane, can continue to 

provide this wonderful and much appreciated service to the Billingham community for 

many more years to come.  

 
 
 

                                             Sincerely 

 
 

                                        Jeremy McMurray 
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